INTRODUCTION

"In the face of death, the Church confidently proclaims that God has created each person for eternal life, and that Jesus, the Son of God, by his death and resurrection, has broken the chains of sin and death that bound humanity.  Christ 'achieved his task of redeeming humanity and giving perfect glory to God, principally by the paschal mystery of his blessed passion, resurrection from the dead, and glorious ascension.'" (Order of Christian Funerals, ¶1)

By death the soul is separated from the body, but in the resurrection God will give incorruptible life to our body, transformed by reunion with our soul.  Just as Christ is risen and lives for ever, so all of us will rise at the last day.  (Catechism of the Catholic Church, ¶1016)

Because of this belief, the greatest of respect is to be paid to the human body, even in its death.

The Catholic cemetery is therefore a place of remembrance of the dead, of sanctification of the living, of gratitude to God, and a sign of hope in the Resurrection.


GUIDELINES

The following guidelines are intended to promote policies and the respect and reverence for the dead who are buried in St. Anthony of Padua Parish Cemetery and St. Philip the Apostle Parish Cemetery in Highland, WI. 

1. Reverence and Respect

A cemetery is a sacred place, and merits the decorum and propriety due such a place.  Noise, loud talk, improper conduct disturbing the quiet and reverence of the cemetery is inappropriate.


2. Prior Planning

"The time immediately following death is often one of bewilderment and may involve shock or heartrending grief for the family and close friends." (Order of Christian Funerals, ¶52)  It is a time of many important decisions that need to be made quickly.  Catholic individuals and couples are encouraged to select and purchase a burial plot before sickness and death.


3. Selecting a Cemetery

The Catholic Church in Highland has two cemeteries.  Due to the limited number of graves available, graves in St. Anthony Cemetery are available only to registered members of our parish.  Parishioners who have purchased graves but subsequently moved from the parish may be buried in their sites.  Graves in St. Philip Cemetery are available to parishioners and non-parishioners.


4. Purchasing a Grave

Graves can be purchased from the pastor or his designee.  "Purchase of a grave" means purchase of an easement to be buried in the grave.  Ownership of the cemetery belongs to the parish corporation.  

The current costs are as follows:

Parish member:
            Easement	$300.00
	Perpetual Care	$100.00

Non-Parishioner:
	Easement	$600.00
	Perpetual Care	$200.00


Parishioners are registered members of Ss. Anthony and Philip Parish, who have contributed to the support of the parish for at least one year.

Arrangement for payment of the grave(s) is to be made at the time of the request.  A grave is not considered purchased until full payment is made and a receipt given for payment.

All monies received through the sale of graves will be applied to the upkeep and improvements of the cemetery.

The cost of graves and perpetual care is subject to change as the Pastor and Board of Directors deems necessary.


5. Opening of a Grave

The charge for digging a grave will be according to the established rate at the time.  Payment for the opening of the grave shall be made directly to the individual who opened the grave or through the funeral director.

The owner of a grave is not allowed to open a grave or order it opened without the permission of the pastor or his designee.

After consulting the cemetery plot map, the pastor or his designee will designate the grave to be opened.



6. Burial of Cremains

A directive of the Catholic Church states, Catholics may be cremated but the cremains must be buried in a cemetery or crypt, not scattered.  Before cremains can be buried, permission of the pastor or his designee must be obtained.

The current costs for a full gravesite are as follows:

In an existing grave: 
	50% of current cost of grave
		
In a new grave:
	100% of current cost of grave

Burial of an infant or cremains of an infant:
In an existing grave: no charge.
In a new grave: according to 	current costs.

NOTE: Cost of opening and marking are in addition to these costs.

7. Monuments, Gravestones and Markers

Only one large monument on each grave is allowed. The base of the monument is not to exceed the width of the plot.  Families may choose to have one monument or gravestone for more than one grave.

One ground-level marker may be placed at each grave.  It must be placed up against the gravestone or marker (over the grave) or alongside of the gravestone or marker, or attached to the back of the gravestone.

The monument is not to be installed without the permission of cemetery maintenance personnel, and must be placed on the spot designated by him.

Foundations for the monument, gravestone or marker must be a slab of cement eight (8) inches thick.

All stones should be in keeping with the general design of stones already placed in the cemetery.

8. Upkeep of a Grave

Cemetery maintenance personnel are responsible for mowing the grass and trimming around each gravestone.  To assist in this momentous task, the following guidelines will be observed:

a. Each gravestone must be easily mowed around and trimmed.  Any obstacles will be removed.

b. Vases or pots of flowers, urns, or any other kind of container that are not a part of the gravestone itself are not to be placed on the grass next to the gravestone or marker, nor are they to be placed in such a way that they could fall on the grass and make it difficult for mowing.  If there is room, vases can be attached to a gravestone.

c. Glass vases, pots or containers are not allowed because of the danger of breakage.

d. Any type of fence is not allowed next to a gravestone.
e. A metal staff from which a pot of flowers can be hung is allowed, provided it is installed against the base of the stone.

f. Flowers and wreaths are allowed on the gravestones, but must be kept off the grass.  

g. It is not permitted to plant shrubs, flowers or any type of bush next to the gravestone.

h. All artificial flowers, wreaths and decorations placed on graves during winter must be removed by spring clean-up (usually April 1st).

9. Insurance Coverage

Since it is parish property, a cemetery is covered in the same way that all parish property is covered.  Gravestones and markers are owned by the family and are not covered by the parish insurance.  If damage to a gravestone is caused by a parish employee, the damage is covered.  Damage caused by vandalism is not covered by parish insurance, but is covered by many homeowners’ policies.


10. Disinternment

Distinternment is allowed only with the permission of the Bishop of the Diocese of Madison and must be in keeping with State statutes.

11. Re-Sale of Graves

When owners of graves wish to sell graves they had previously purchased, the option of purchase shall first be tendered to the owner of the cemetery (the parish) at the original cost or at half the present value--which ever is more. The owners of the grave may wish to donate the graves back to the parish (for tax purposes this would be a charitable contribution and the owners of the grave could claim the full present value).  Ownership of graves cannot be transferred without the permission of the pastor or his designee.


12. Firearms

The use of firearms within the cemetery is strictly forbidden except in the case of military honors.






(Approved on )



Grave Location:

Cemetery: ______________________

Section: ____   Row: _____   Grave #: ______
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Ss. Anthony & Philip Parish
726 Main Street, Box 306
Highland, Wisconsin 53543
(608) 929-7490
(fax) 608-929-7701

Cemetery information is on our website:
www.stsanthonyphilip.com



